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Good morning.  The three parables that we hear today, The Lost Sheep, The 

Lost Coin, and the Prodigal Son share a certain wisdom.  Together they 

describe a truth beyond our dreams and knowledge.  All three are concerned 

with seeking that which is lost.   The spiritual journey is about seeking what is 

hidden.  There is always something more to be seen. 

 

Jesus did not come to talk of himself but rather to talk about the Father.  In 

these parables he tries to make the Father’s love understandable.  Our 

understanding of the Creator’s love is constrained by the finite trying to grasp 

the infinite, and yet, our God is knowable over time. 

 

Jesus refers to God as Father in the masculine.  Yet the God of Scripture creates 

man and woman in his own image and likeness.  We puzzle how that can be, 

and yet know that it is true.  The work by Rembrandt, titled, “The Prodigal 

Son,” conveys that notion.  In the upper left of the painting is the faint image of 

a women, most likely the wife and mother, looking on as the father embraces 

their long-lost son.  Perhaps it was the suggestion of his wife that softened the 

masculine for this moment. The richness of God’s love is a blending of the 

feminine and masculine. There is deep and wonderous power there.  As Fr. 

Richard Rohr wrote, ‘Love without power is only sentimentality and power 

without love becomes brutality.’  You can spend a lifetime trying to unpack the 

richness of divine love to have only scratched the surface. 

  

Our God catches sight of us while we are a long way off.  Filled with 

compassion and boundless love, he rushes to embrace us.  Passing from this life 

to the next our heart finds what it has sought all our days.   

 



Having found what was lost reveals an intimacy in Spirit that will astound and 

fuel our joy for eternity.  Our God has walked and drawn each breath with us on 

our quest. 

 

That is the wisdom that Jesus wants to share with us.  Christianity is not about 

organizational membership or voting blocks.  It is about experiencing and 

growing in the knowledge of God’s love.  Jesus tells us that God celebrates our 

relationship with him. ‘Rejoice, I have found my son who was lost.’  Having 

found what was lost and missing0020in our life, God throws a banquet. 

 

The author, Cynthia  Bourgeault, (Burzhō), unpacks the parable of the Prodigal 

Son challenging our judgments.  She writes, and I paraphrase, “The ego will 

always get stuck in judgment and self-righteousness. The older brother with his 

indignant “This isn’t fair!” is an example of the ego at work. Through him, 

Jesus is asking us to look closely at that part of ourselves that insists on keeping 

score, that can’t let go into the generosity and the blessedness of God. The 

parable’s concluding image—of the older son standing alone outside, refusing 

to join the party because he feels he has been slighted—is a vivid symbol of the 

way the ego holds us back from joining the Divine Dance all around us. If 

we’re stuck in the ego, we can’t hear the music…”  

 

God invites us into relationship.  Jesus asks that we go beyond the merit of our 

deeds to listening for the whisper of Spirit and Life.  It is in that whisper that we 

hear the invitation to table.  Sharing Eucharist, we are made whole.   Our host 

asks that we go forth loving one another as we ourselves have been loved.  

Loving boldly, we enter the Divine Dance.      Amen to all of life! 
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 I welcome your questions and comments. My email is fsila@sttomskazoo.org.  
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